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FADE IN: 



INT. BROOKLYN APARTMENT - SUNDAY MORNING 

WE ARE IN A DUMPY BUT CHARMING APARTMENT. PICTURE EVERYONE'S 
FIRST APARTMENT IN BROOKLYN. 

SOME RANDOM GUY ENTERS IN A ROBE (KEVIN CORRIGAN) . HE FLIPS 
ON THE TV. 

ANNOUNCER O.C. 
Are you sick of paying too much for 
car insurance? 

SOME RANDOM GUY 

Yes. 

HE FLIPS CHANNELS. 

SECOND ANNOUNCER O.C. 
Have you taken Yaz Birth control and 
suffered serious medical side effects? 

SOME RANDOM GUY 

Not really. 

SECOND ANNOUNCER O.C. 
Well then you are entitled to millions 
in cash settlements. 

SOME RANDOM GUY 

In that case, yes. 

MULANEY, OUR HERO, ENTERS. HE IS 28, HE WEARS A LARGE TUXEDO 
T-SHIRT. HE LOOKS LIKE A DRUNK CHILD. 

MULANEY 

Hey. 

SOME RANDOM GUY 

Hey. 
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MULANEY 

How are you? 

SOME RANDOM GUY 

Pretty good. 

MULANEY 

Who are you? What are you doing in my 
apartment? 

SOME RANDOM GUY 
You don't remember the past few hours 
do you? 

MULANEY 
Of course I do. 

SOME RANDOM GUY 
Let me ask you this : what day do you 
think it is? What time do you think it 
is? 

MULANEY 

It's Friday night, about 10 PM. I'm 
pre-gaming a little before I go out. 

SOME RANDOM GUY 
It's Sunday morning about 11 AM. And 
the game ended a long time ago. 

MULANEY 

You're crazy it can't be (re: T SHIRT) 
Whoa! I don't own a tuxedo shirt. 

SOME RANDOM GUY 
You got it from Maude. 
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MULANEY 
What is a Maude? 

SOME RANDOM GUY 
Maude is one of the other people you 
invited over last night. We were all 
at a diner. You stumbled in and 
demanded we come here so you could 
make us baked potatoes . 

MULANEY 

I don't know how to make baked 
potatoes . 

SOME RANDOM GUY 
I know that now. 

MULANEY 

Oh boy, I blacked out hard didn't I? 

SOME RANDOM GUY 
It would appear so. 
MULANEY STICKS HIS HAND IN HIS POCKET, FINDS MONEY. 

MULANEY 
I have $300 in my pocket. 

SOME RANDOM GUY 
You've got a lot left. 

MULANEY 

Yeah but I started the night with only 
$80. I blacked out and earned money. 
That means I traded goods and or 
services . 
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SOME RANDOM GUY 
I hope you got a receipt. 

MULANEY 

Wait I do have a receipt, (reading) 
From the "Pub St. Paul." Oh my God. 

SOME RANDOM GUY 
You went to a bar, who cares? 

MULANEY 

It's in Montreal. How is that 
possible? 

SOME RANDOM GUY 
Montreal is only five hours away. 
MULANEY 

Yeah but I don't have a passport. 
SOME RANDOM GUY CLAPS. 

SOME RANDOM GUY 

Bravo. Wow. 

MULANEY 

This is really bad. I've blacked out 
before but I've never jumped a border. 
My high school volleyball coach was 
right: I'm throwing my life away. 

SOME RANDOM GUY 
Why? What do you do? 
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5. 



MULANEY 

I'm a stand-up comedian. I write for 
other comedians too. Like Lou Cannon. 
The game show host guy? 

SOME RANDOM GUY 
I'm more of a reader. So, you're doing 
okay. Big apartment. 

MULANEY 

No, I have two roommates. They're just 
gone for the weekend. See? 

CUT TO; 

A SEARS FAMILY PORTRAIT ON WALL WITH: MULANEY, HIS CUTE BUT 
WEIRD ROOMMATE JANE AND THEIR WEIRDEST ROOMMATE SEYMOUR. JANE 
HAS HER EYES CLOSED. SEYMOUR, A GENIUS IN THE BODY OF A 
DUSTBOWL CHILD, WEARS A SASH THAT SAYS "NEW YEARS BABY." THEY 
ARE ALL STONED AND HAPPY. 

SOME RANDOM GUY 

Nice photo. Who's that below? 

ON THE TABLE: A FRAMED PHOTO OF A BEAUTIFUL, IVY LEAGUE GIRL. 
WE WON'T LEARN MUCH MORE ABOUT HER. 

MULANEY 

That's someone who doesn't "interact" 
with me anymore. 

SOME RANDOM GUY 
I can't imagine why. 
MULANEY CROSSES TO TABLE AND TURNS PHOTO OVER. 

SOME RANDOM GUY (CONT'D) 
Why don't you go back to sleep. I'll 
take off. 
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MULANEY 

No. I can't just sleep this one off. 
If I was watching myself in a movie I 
wouldn't be rooting for myself 
anymore. I was a good kid but I don't 
think I became a very good person. 
A CAT JUMPS UP ON THE COUCH. 

SOME RANDOM GUY 

Cute cat. 

MULANEY 

Yeah. But I don't have a cat. Oh man. 
I gotta get my life together. 

SOME RANDOM GUY 
Ha ha. Best of luck. 

MULANEY 

You don't think I can do it, do you? 

SOME RANDOM GUY 
Not really. But I also followed a 
stranger to his apartment for a baked 
potato, so I might not be the best 
judge. 

MULANEY 

Well I'm gonna. It's been a rough 
couple years but my life is about to 
make sense again. 
MAUDE ENTERS. SHE IS OLD, HEAVY AND WEARS A WIG. 
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MAUDE 
I believe in you. 

SOME RANDOM GUY 
Hey Maude. Let's roll. 
THEY EXIT . WE STAY ON MULANEY FOR A BEAT THEN... 



SMASH CUT TO: 

TITLES: THE JOHN MULANEY SHOW 

MUSIC: THE RAPTURE "IT TAKES TIME TO BE A MAN." 

ACT ONE 

FADE IN: 



INT. MULANEY' S APARTMENT - LATER 

JANE AND SEYMOUR ENTER CARRYING A BROKEN ANTIQUE LOVE-SEAT. 
THIS LOVE-SEAT LOOKS LIKE WOODSTOCK FOR BED BUGS. 

JANE 

Okay back-up, back-up — 
THEY SET THE LOVE-SEAT DOWN. IT WOBBLES. 

SEYMOUR 

I can't believe someone just left this 
on the street. 

JANE 

I don't know, Seymour. You think 
there's a chance it's not a good 
couch? 

SEYMOUR 
Jane, it's great. See? 
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CLOSE UP: ON LOVE-SEAT, STILL AWFUL. 

SEYMOUR (CONT'D) 
I mean you could do your sitting 
there. 

JANE 

(PSYCHED) Yeah. You're right. 
SEYMOUR 

(INTO OTHER ROOM) Mulaney?! (to JANE) 
He's not here. This is so cool. He's 
finally going to announce it. 
JANE 

It feels like the right time, (re: the 
frame) He even turned over her photo. 

WE HEAR KEYS IN THE DOOR. 

SEYMOUR 
That's him. Be supportive. 

MULANEY ENTERS. 

MULANEY 
Oh great, you're here. 
THEY AD-LIB HELLOS . 

MULANEY (CONT'D) 
So like I said I have something to 
tell you. And while it may seem like a 
big change it's also — it's exciting. 
SEYMOUR PUTS HAND ON MULANEY ' S SHOULDER. 

SEYMOUR 
We love you, buddy. 
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JANE PUTS HAND ON HIS OTHER SHOULDER. 

JANE 

And we'll love you no matter what . 
MULANEY 

Thanks. I haven't been happy with my 
life for a while. Since the break up 
and all that. 

JANE 

Come on, you can tell us. 

SEYMOUR 
Tell us you're gay. Come on. 

MULANEY 
Tell you I'm gay? 

SEYMOUR 

He said it! 

JANE 

We already knew! But you said it! 

MULANEY 
I didn't say I was gay. 

SEYMOUR 
Right. You're "bi." 

JANE 

Of course, I mean we hooked up four or 
five times in college. 
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SEYMOUR 

But the part of you that is gay: the 
majority part. That part can now 
flourish. 

JANE 

Get the cake! 
SEYMOUR GRABS A CAKE BOX. 

SEYMOUR 

Mulaney, we were so happy you were 
coming out. We had to celebrate. 
SEYMOUR LIFTS LID, REVEALING A GAY PRIDE FLAG CAKE. 

MULANEY 

Seymour, Jane. I really appreciate the 
gesture. But I am not gay. I want to 
tell you that I am going to quit 
drinking. That's my announcement. 
JANE 

Okay. That's much less fun. 
THEY LOWER THE CAKE. 

JANE ( CONT ' D ) 
But maybe it's a good idea? 

MULANEY 
I knew you two would get it. 

SEYMOUR 

So you're not gonna drink at all? 
MULANEY 

Nope. 
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SEYMOUR 
For the entire week? 

JANE 

Leave him alone, Seymour. If he wants 
to take the week off from drinking he 
should. 

MULANEY 

Homeys, I don't mean the week. I mean 
I want to quit drinking forever. 

BEAT. 

SEYMOUR 

Are you joking? Is this that saucy gay 
wit I always hear about? 

MULANEY 

I'm serious! I need to do this. I got 
so drunk this weekend, I blacked out 
and woke up with some guy here — 

SEYMOUR 
A guy? Bingo. Get the cake. 
THEY DUMP CAKE IN MULANEY 'S ARMS. 

JANE 
We support you. 

SEYMOUR 

Now go be gay, you gay child of God. 

MULANEY 
Thank you, but no thank you. 
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SEYMOUR 

The cake was really expensive, man. 
MULANEY 

I can't be gay for the cake. Though 
that's a good slogan for a cake store. 
"Be gay for the cake." 

SEYMOUR/ JANE 
Yeah that's good/That's fun yeah. 

MULANEY 

Listen. I spent the weekend just 
destroying myself. I have to stop. 
SFX: LOUD CAT MEOW 

MULANEY (CONT'D) 
I also have a cat now. 

JANE 
You have a cat? 

MULANEY 

It was here when I woke up. It might 
be Canadian. It doesn't have a tag. I 
gotta find its owner. 

SEYMOUR 

Why? Just get out of it. Like when you 
got drunk and bought those pandas . 
MULANEY 

I didn ' t buy pandas . That was a 
donation to the World Wildlife Fund. 
And they wouldn't return the money. 
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JANE 

Aren't you allergic to cats? 
MULANEY 

Very. 

JANE 

So how does that work? 

MULANEY 

It doesn't work, Jane. Nothing in my 
life works ! 

SEYMOUR 

What are you talking about? We have 
great lives. Look at me: I have fun, I 
draw my cartoons and I make good 
money . 

MULANEY 

You make money playing on-line poker. 
SEYMOUR 

Right. I draw cartoons and I make good 
money. I didn't say the money was from 
cartoons . 

JANE 

Maybe you're over-thinking this John. 
I mean I get drunk a lot too . And I 
don't know what I'm doing in life 
but. .. (PERPLEXED) Huh. Wow. 
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SEYMOUR 

Question. When does this foolish plan 
go into effect? 

MULANEY 

Now. Today. 

SEYMOUR 

What about Thursday night? The 
People's Choice Awards ! 

MULANEY 

Oh right. Our People's Choice Awards 
party. 

SEYMOUR 

It may have begun as a joke but our 
People's Choice Awards party is now 
the best, most insane party of the 
year. It's the highlight of my social 
calendar. 

MULANEY 

That free bank calendar you carry 
around? 

SEYMOUR 

We have to rage that night! It's the 
one night set aside for the People. 
The one night where Entertainment 
let's the People decide. 



The John Mulaney Show 15. 
"Pilot: Mulaney' s No Fun." 

MULANEY 

Right, it's their only say. Except for 
every time a movie opens or a TV show 
airs or an album drops. Guys, look, we 
will still have fun, I just won't be 
drunk okay? Everything's fine. 
SFX: DOORBELL! 

SEYMOUR OPENS DOOR REVEALING ALFRED , 70, WISE NEW YORK GAY 
MAN. HE DOESN'T CARE WHAT YOU THINK OF HIM. 

SEYMOUR 

Hey, Alfred. 

ALFRED 

Oh hello. (LOOKS AT APARTMENT) My god. 
Is John Mulaney here? 
MULANEY CROSSES TO ALFRED HOLDING PRIDE CAKE. 

MULANEY 

Hi there. 
ALFRED STARES AT CAKE. 

ALFRED 

You shouldn't have. 

MULANEY 

Oh sorry. It's my cake. I mean it's 
not but — 

ALFRED 

Please. It's more fun not knowing why 
you're holding it. 

(MORE) 
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ALFRED (CONT'D) 
(THEN) Look all I know is that awful 
UPS woman left a package for you on my 
doorstep. I'm a giving person so I 
brought it over. 
ALFRED SETS DOWN PACKAGE . 

MULANEY 

Thanks . 

ALFRED 

My pleasure. 
ALFRED TAKES THE CAKE AND EXITS. 

MULANEY 

Alfred must think I'm an idiot. 
JANE 

Why are you so afraid of our 70-year 
old neighbor? 
MULANEY OPENS UPS BOX. 

MULANEY 

Old gay New Yorkers are intimidating. 
They came out of the closet in the 
60s. Do you know how ballsy you had to 
be to do that? That would be like 
sitting your family down now and 
telling them you're a unicorn. 

SEYMOUR 
What's in the box? 
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MULANEY 
Some souvenir pillow. 
MULANEY PULLS OUT GIFT PILLOW. 

MULANEY (CONT'D) 
(reading) "Thank you for your donation 
to the World Wildlife Fund"-- son of a 
bitch I did it again. 

FADE TO: 

INT. LOU'S MIDTOWN APARTMENT - NEXT MORNING 

CLOSE UP ON: FLIERS IN MULANEY 'S HAND: "FOUND: A CAT." 

WIDEN TO: 

MULANEY ENTERS THE LARGE LUXURY APARTMENT, HOLDING FLIERS, 
COFFEE AND A LAPTOP. 

MULANEY 

Lou? Lou it's me. 

LOU ENTERS . HE IS 45 AND A JEWISH WARRIOR. HE HAS THE MATURE 
BUT TIGHT FACE OF A COMEDIAN WHO HOSTS A GAME SHOW, WHICH HE 
DOES. HE WEARS A DRESS SHIRT AND NO PANTS. 

LOU 

What the hell are you doing here? 
MULANEY 

It's 10 AM. That's when you said to 
get here. 

LOU 

Yeah but you're never here at 10. I 
plan my morning for you to be at least 



45 minutes late. 
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MULANEY 

Well don't worry, I won't be late 
anymore . 

LOU 

God dammit, that throws my whole day 
off. When do I do the bike and have my 
vegetable drink? 

MULANEY 
You could do it at 9:45? 

LOU 

Oh what the hell do you know? I became 
a comedian because I wanted my time to 
be flexible. I wanted to travel the 
world. Then of course I saw the world 
and I didn't care for it. That's why, 
now, I host a game show. 

MULANEY 
That and the money. 

LOU 

Yeah the money. Yeah. 
LOU STARES OFF SMILING AND NODDING. HE SNAPS BACK. 

LOU (CONT'D) 
What are those fliers? 

MULANEY 

I'm just trying to help this cat. 
LOU 

This cat? Like a jazz guy? 
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MULANEY 

It's not important. Okay! So you're 
presenting at the People's Choice 
Awards. Now I have a few joke options — 
LOU 

Relax. It's just the People's Choice 
Awards . 

MULANEY 

Lou that's a big show. It's the one 
night that belongs to the People. 
LOU 

The People don't decide those awards. 
It's a focus group of ten to twelve 
immigrants . You did not hear that from 
me . 

MULANEY 

Wow. 

LOU 

What's with you today? You're 
very . . . driven . 

MULANEY 

Remember how you're always screaming 
at me to "get my head in the game?" 
Well I did. I even quit partying. 
LOU 

You're motivated. 
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MULANEY 

That's right. 

LOU 

I don't like it. Don't like it all. 
MULANEY 

Why? 

LOU 

Johnny, one of the reasons I can count 
on you is because you have no other 
options in life. That all falls apart 
if you get too ambitious. Pretty soon 
you're going to want me to read some 
script you wrote. 

MULANEY 

No! I mean I do have a script I'm 
working on and if you ever had time — 
LOU 

Absolutely not! What if it's decent? 
How can I treat you the way I do if I 
respect you? Feed the fish. 
MULANEY CROSSES TO AQUARIUM AND FEEDS FISH. 

MULANEY 

Lou, I'm not trying to piss you off. 
Honestly, I thought you would be 
psyched. 
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LOU 

I'm 45 years old. I don't get 
"psyched." You need to understand 
something, Johnny. No one is 
interested in you being a good person. 
Frankly, it's annoying. What does your 
wife think? 

MULANEY 
I'm not married. 

LOU 

I won't pretend I know anything about 
your life. Fine, what do your friends 
think? 

MULANEY 

They think its... great. I mean don't 
you see what I'm trying to do? I'm 
trying to be a man. 

LOU 

Then get Bar Mitzvahed! I became a man 
when I was thirteen years old. I was 
four-foot three and I looked like 
Barbara Streisand but according to 
Temple Solomon Shechter I am a man. 

LOU CROSSES TO A TELESCOPE AT WINDOW. 

LOU (CONT'D) 
Johnny, let me give you some advice. 

HE LOOKS OUT. 
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LOU (CONT'D) 
What is this? I can't see out of this. 

MULANEY 
The cap is on. 

LOU 

Stop talking. (THEN) I've been alive 
longer than you. 
LOU MOTIONS TO AWARD TABLE. 

LOU (CONT'D) 
I have an Emmy Award. And when you put 
it next to this mirror, it looks like 
I have two Emmy Awards . Two Emmys ! So 
listen to me. I admire what you're 
trying to do. But if you want to be a 
good person you don't quit doing bad 
things, you start doing good things. 
Find a cause, start a charity. 

MULANEY 

You mean you can be a bad person if do 
charity stuff? 

LOU 

Of course. Some of the worst people in 
the world do charity stuff. 

MULANEY 
But I don't have any money. 
LOU HANDS HIM A POSTCARD. 
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LOU 

Then do this. It's a Breast Cancer 
Walk I'm sponsoring this week. 
MULANEY 

(READING) "Walk for the The Karen 
Foundation. " 

LOU 

I named it for my sister-in-law Karen. 
MULANEY 

I'm sorry. Did she pass away? 
LOU 

God no. I wish. She wasn't even sick. 
I just named it after her so I could 
pretend she's no longer with us. 
MULANEY 

Either way, it still helps a lot of 
people. 

LOU 

And most importantly it will help you 
feel good about you without pissing 
other people off. 

MULANEY 

Thanks Lou. Will you be there? 
LOU 

Not a chance. 
LOU LOOKS OUT TELESCOPE. 
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LOU (CONT'D) 
God, I love New York. 

MULANEY 
The cap is still on. 

CUT TO; 

INT. MULANEY' S APARTMENT - THAT EVENING 

JANE AND SEYMOUR ARE EATING TAKE OUT . THEY BOTH HAVE A STACK 
OF CHILDREN'S HOMEWORK. THEY HOLD STICKERS AND RED MARKERS. 

JANE 

If they get the answer right put a 
"star" next to it. If they get it 
wrong put an "x" next to it. And then 
no matter how they do write "good job" 
at the top. 

SEYMOUR 

(READING) "Abraham Lincoln was born in 
a log cabin." 

JANE 

He got that one right, so put a star. 
SEYMOUR 

But everyone already knows Lincoln was 
born in a log cabin. 

JANE 

But that kid only found out yesterday. 
SEYMOUR 

Wow. Homework is just letters from 
midgets, filled with old information. 
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JANE 

Yeah. But the joy of a child learning 
is what keeps teachers going. It's too 
bad I don't feel that at all. I wish 
there was something else I could do. 
MULANEY ENTERS HOLDING MAIL. 

MULANEY 

Hey turkeys . 

JANE /SEYMOUR 

Hi. 

MULANEY 

Jane, you got a letter from that Arts 
school. 

JANE 

Oh wow. It must be about my 
application. 
MULANEY HANDS HER THE ENVELOPE. 

JANE ( CONT ' D ) 
God, that would be amazing if I got 
accepted. 

JANE CHUCKS THE ENVELOPE ON THE TABLE. 

MULANEY 
Aren't you going to open it? 
JANE 

Eh, I hate opening paper mail. It's 
like, what year is this? 
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MULANEY/ SEYMOUR 

Yeah. 

SEYMOUR 

Guess what, John? I think I found a 
home for Charlie Rose. 

MULANEY 

What? 

SEYMOUR 

The cat. 

MULANEY 

You named the cat Charlie Rose? 
SEYMOUR 

Yeah, because they both act like 
they're better than me. Anyway, I 
spoke to the Bodega. 

MULANEY 

You mean the lady that works at the 
bodega? Mrs. Juarez? 

SEYMOUR 

Yeah whatever. I spoke to Mrs Bodega. 
Okay, so you know how they have a cat 
in the store? Well I told her about 
your predicament and she'd be willing 
to take in another. You get rid of the 
cat, you forget about your wacky 
weekend. 
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MULANEY 

Thanks. But, don't they use the cats 
as rat catchers? 

SEYMOUR 

No. They're for good luck. It's an 
Egyptian thing. I'm trying to help. 
MULANEY 

I know. I just can't keep running away 
from the stupid stuff I do. 
SEYMOUR DUMPS CHINESE FOOD INTO A JAR. 

MULANEY (CONT'D) 
But thanks for feeding him. 

SEYMOUR 

This isn't for him. This is my dish. 
SEYMOUR EATS OUT OF JAR. 

JANE 

How was Lou? Did you tell him you went 
straight edge? 

MULANEY 
Yeah. He was ... psyched. He's 
presenting at the People's Choice 
Awards this week. 

SEYMOUR 

He is generous to the People. He will 
be spared. 
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JANE 

That reminds me: we should get some 
weed for People's Choice night! Can 
you give me Vince's number? 

MULANEY 
I could. But I deleted it. 
SEYMOUR AND JANE STARE AT HIM. 

SEYMOUR 

What? 

JANE 

Vince is our weed dealer. Why would 
you do that? 

MULANEY 

I don't get messed up anymore. 
SEYMOUR 

That includes drugs?! Mulaney, you 
were the only one who had Vince ' s 
number ! 

MULANEY 
You never wrote it down? 

SEYMOUR 

I didn't need to. You had it saved! 
JANE 

Oh no. Poor Vince. How are we going to 
find him? 
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SEYMOUR 

This is not good ! Look, I was all for 
you not drinking- - 

MULANEY 
No you weren't. 

SEYMOUR 

— But now you're trying to delete your 
life, one number at a time. 
JANE 

Is there something you're not saying? 
Do you think I smoke too much weed? 

MULANEY 
No, not at all. 

JANE 

It's just I need to unwind sometimes. 
I'm a hard-working teacher. 
JANE WIPES FOOD FROM HER MOUTH WITH A PIECE OF HOMEWORK. 

MULANEY 

You wiped your mouth with homework, 
Janey . 

JANE SMOOTHS OUT "NAPKIN" HOMEWORK AND PUTS A STAR ON IT. 

SEYMOUR 

Is my number still in your phone? Or 
did it too face to the guillotine?! 
JANE 

It feels like you're judging me when 
you look at me like that. 
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MULANEY SHIELDS HIS EYES. 

MULANEY 

I'm not looking at you, don't worry. 
SEYMOUR STARTS BANGING POTS AND PANS TOGETHER. 

SEYMOUR 

Well look at me! Look at me! Look at 
me! 

MULANEY 

Sy, what the hell are you doing? 
SEYMOUR 

When my parents were getting divorced 
I used to bang pots and pans together. 
For attention. 

MULANEY 

Alright. Things are getting a little 
"Squid and the Whale" here. I'm going 
out. But I promise I will make it up 
to you. 

JANE 

Will you help with the party? 
SEYMOUR 

Yeah will you make your Mint Julips 
like last year? 

JANE 

I need Thursday night to be really, 
really fun. Because Friday is school. 
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MULANEY 

Yes. Okay? (SOOTHING) Everything is 
going to be fine. I'll make some fun 
drinks. We'll watch the awards. We'll 
yell at the TV. Okay? Everything's 
fine. 
MULANEY EXITS. 

JANE 

(re: the pots and pans) Did banging 
those really work with your parents? 
SEYMOUR 

Yeah. Until the custody hearing. They 
wouldn't let me bring the pans into 
court. 



CUT TO: 



EXT. UNION BAR - A LITTLE LATER 



A SIGN OUTSIDE A BROOKLYN BAR: "DRINK SPECIAL: NICKEL SHOTS 
& ALSO STANDING COMEDY" 

CUT TO: 

INT. BACKSTAGE AREA - CONTINUOUS 

MULANEY STANDS BACKSTAGE AT COMEDY CLUB. MOTIF, 35, A 
CONFIDENT AFRICAN-AMERICAN COMEDIAN IN A LEATHER HAT ENTERS. 

MOTIF 

Young Mula! 

MULANEY 

Hey Motif! 

MOTIF 



Man you killed it on Saturday night. 
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MULANEY 
I did a set here Saturday? 
MOTIF 

Hell yeah. All new stuff. Crowd gave 
you a standing "0." 

MULANEY 
Did anyone give me a cat? 

MOTIF 

Nah. No cats. But one time a blind guy 
in the front row threw his dog at me. 
MULANEY 

Why did a blind guy need to sit in the 
front row? 

MOTIF 

That's what I said! (THEN) So I heard 
through the Marvin Gaye that you quit 
drinking. Congratulations. 
MULANEY IS TOUCHED. 

MULANEY 

Thank you, Motif. You're the first 
person to say that. 

MOTIF 

I got clean eight years ago. I had to. 
It was messing up my gambling. 
MULANEY 

Well now the "no drinking" is messing 
up my life. 

(MORE) 
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MULANEY (CONT'D) 
My roommates want to have this big 
party. They want me make drinks. I 
don't know what to do. 

MOTIF 

You can have a party without booze. 
Get your dessert on. Buy some rich 
bitch foodie stuff. People love food 
now. 

MULANEY 

Yes! I keep hearing that! That's a 
great idea. I'll get some fun stuff 
for us to eat. 

SHOW BOOKER 
You're up in a minute. 
MULANEY LOOKS AT SET LIST. 

MULANEY 

I wish I could remember what I did 
Saturday. 

MOTIF 

Just open strong. Like I walk out and 
say, "damn there's a lot of white 
people in here." Folks crack up . 
MULANEY 

I wish I was black. You never have to 
worry about what to start with. 
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MOTIF 

It's Comedic Reparations. Because of 
this country's history of racial 
injustice, black comics will always 
have great opening jokes. 

SHOW BOOKER O.C. 

You're up! 

MOTIF 

You go kill baby boy. 

MULANEY 
Thank you Motif! 

INT. BAR ROOM STAGE - MOMENTS LATER 



FADE 



MULANEY IS AT MICROPHONE IN HIS ELEMENT DOING STAND-UP 
SUCCESSFULLY. 

MULANEY 

I don't drink anymore. I used to. And 
then I drank so much that I had to 
stop. That surprises a lot of crowds 
because I don't look like someone who 
used to do anything. I look like I've 
been sitting in a room, in a chair, 
eating saltines for 2 8 years. Nobody 
has any idea what to offer you when 
you quit drinking. As soon as they 
start drinking for the night they 
forget everything that isn't alcohol. 
(MORE) 
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MULANEY (CONT'D) 
They're like "Hey we got Corona and 
SoCo in the fridge. And oh hey 
Mulaney, would you like like an old 
turnip that we found in the cabinet? 
Would that be good for you? I know you 
don't drink. Or my girlfriend left a 
Nuva ring in the fridge? Would you 
enjoy that? I know you don't drink." 

FADE 

INT. MULANEY 'S APARTMENT - THURSDAY MORNING 

MULANEY IS UP EARLY, CLEAR HEADED, AND CLEANING THE 
APARTMENT: A BIG CONTRAST FROM WHEN WE FIRST SAW HIM. 

MULANEY 

(HOUSEWIFE SINGING) ya da da dee, ya 
da da dee. 
SEYMOUR AND JANE ENTER , HUNG-OVER. 

SEYMOUR 

Why are you awake? Is there a parade 
outside? 

MULANEY 

Nope. Just early to rise. I went to 
the grocery store. I wrote checks for 
my share of the bills . 
MULANEY HOLDS UP TOTE BAG. 
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MULANEY (CONT'D) 
And I picked up a volunteer pack for 
my Breast Cancer Walk today. Oh neat, 
we get a free t-shirt. 
MULANEY HOLDS UP XXL PINK BREAST CANCER T-SHIRT. 

SEYMOUR 

Did you get stuff for the party 
tonight? 

MULANEY 
Yes, I did sir! 
SEYMOUR CROSSES TO KITCHEN CABINETS. 

SEYMOUR 

Nice. Now I found some pain killers 
from my wisdom tooth hoax. . . 
SEYMOUR OPENS CABINET. WE SEE A HUGE PLATTER OF TAFFY APPLES. 

SEYMOUR (CONT'D) 
...So we can — what the hell are 
these? 

MULANEY 

They're Taffy Apples! For the party! 
JANE 

Do they... have weed in them? 
MULANEY 

No they're from Guilty Pleasure 
Gourmet . Apparently they ' re divine . 
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SEYMOUR 

(TAKING IT IN) He bought Caramel 
Apples? 

MULANEY 

Taffy Apples. 

JANE 

You mean Candy Apples? 

SEYMOUR 

It's like my Nana always said. You 
give a Goy a nickel and he comes back 
with sweets . 

MULANEY 

Look this way we all have something to 
enjoy. I mean is it so important that 
we drink hard liquor when we watch the 
People's Choice Awards? 

SEYMOUR 
Let me think. YES! 

JANE 

Seymour, there's plenty of time. John, 
you can make drinks later today. 
MULANEY 

I can't. I have my Breast Cancer Walk. 
JANE 

So after the walk. 
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MULANEY 

I have to take Charlie Rose to the 
vet. He's been sneezing all night. 
What do you want me to say? I'm sorry. 
SEYMOUR 

Don't apologize to us. Apologize to 
the People. Whose Choice Awards are 
now ruined. 

MULANEY 

Seymour! 
MULANEY GOES IN BEDROOM. 

SEYMOUR 

The old you knew what was really 

important. You're like my mother now. 

All cats and charity! 

MULANEY O.C. 

I haven't changed that much. 

MULANEY RE-ENTERS IN TURTLE-NECK AND THE XXL PINK T-SHIRT. HE 
LOOKS LIKE A SOCCER MOM. SEYMOUR STARES AT HIM. 

MULANEY 

Fine Mister. Be grumpy. My money's on 
the counter and I left the number for 
the Vet. Also there's bagel bites in 
the fridge if you get hungry. Bye 
gang! 

JANE /SEYMOUR 

Bye Mom. 
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MULANEY EXITS. 

SEYMOUR 

I'm depressed. Put on a murder show. 
JANE FLIPS ON TV. IBOOK PHOTOS SCROLL ON TV SCREEN. 

JANE 

Sorry, my laptop is still plugged in. 
A PHOTO APPEARS FROM A CROWDED PARTY. 

SEYMOUR 

Wait stop! 

JANE 

What? 

SEYMOUR 

Look who's in the photo! It's Vince. 

CLOSE UP ON PHOTO : WE SEE A BLURRY FIGURE IN BACKGROUND 
VINCE WEARING AVIATORS AND TRACK JACKET. 

JANE 

You're right! Aww, Vince we miss you! 
SEYMOUR 

Don't you see? We can use this photo 
to find him. 
SEYMOUR HOLDS UP A CAT FLIER. 

SEYMOUR (CONT'D) 
We can make fliers like these. But 
with Vince 's photo on them, saying we 
want to find him . 



The John Mulaney Show 
"Pilot: Mulaney' s No Fun." 



40. 



JANE 

You want to make Wanted posters? For a 
drug dealer? 

SEYMOUR 

Exactly. 

JANE 

You're the smartest person I know. 

FADE TO: 

INT. THAI RESTAURANT - AFTERNOON 

WE ARE IN A HOLE IN THE WALL THAI RESTAURANT. THE THAI OWNER 
SITS NEAR THE WINDOW AT AN EASEL, PAINTING. HE HOLDS UP HIS 
WORK, HE HAS CHANGED A "C" HEALTH RATING TO A "B" HEALTH 
RATING. 

JANE AND SEYMOUR HANG VINCE "WANTED POSTERS" ON BULLETIN 
BOARD OVER MULANEY 'S CAT POSTERS. 

JANE 

You're covering up John's cat posters. 
SEYMOUR 

Do you want to find Vince or not? 
Because if we don't, we're gonna have 
to get pot from my Aunt Sadie. And I 
do not want to visit her. 
JANE 

(SIGH) This isn't how I pictured my 
life when I was a little girl. 
SEYMOUR 

Did you think you'd have a better 



body? 
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JANE 

No. I thought my life would be a life. 
Seymour, can you keep a secret? 
SEYMOUR 

Not really. 

JANE 

Sometimes I don't think I want to do 
anything. Like my dream job is to be 
retired. 

SEYMOUR 

Janey, what are you going to do? Get 
married? Have kids? Sit around all 
day? 

JANE 

Oh man that would be great. Why did 
women ever give that up? I could move 
to Westchester and have a couple c- 
sections . I could drive the kids 
around in my pajamas. Sometimes I'd 
pull into a parking lot and sneak a 
cigarette. And it would be my little 
secret! 

SEYMOUR 

You ' re not moving to the suburbs ! Why 
does everyone want to change all of a 
sudden? Mulaney has got you all 
confused, that Taffy eating bastard. 
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JANE 

You're right. My life is just fine. 
Mulaney just put ideas in my head. 
SEYMOUR 

I tell you what. Since our party is a 
bust, I say we get everyone together 
and confront him. 

JANE 

Like an Intervention? 

SEYMOUR 

No. A Reverse Intervention! Where we 
force him to stop not drinking. 
JANE 

I'll call everybody. 
JANE SCROLLS THROUGH HER PHONE. 

JANE ( CONT ' D ) 
Shoot. Mulaney has all our friends' 
numbers . 

SEYMOUR 

Then call whoever you do have. 
SHE DIALS. 
SFX: PHONE RING. 
SEYMOUR ANSWERS HIS PHONE 

SEYMOUR (CONT'D) 

(INTO PHONE) Seymour Klein, speaking. 
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JANE 

(INTO PHONE) Hey it's Jane. 

FADE TO; 

INT. VET'S OFFICE - AFTERNOON 

MULANEY SITS ON EXAMINING TABLE WITH A CAT CARRIER. HE IS 
SCRATCHING HIS NECK, SNEEZING. 

SFX; LOUD CAT SNEEZE 

MULANEY SNEEZES 

THE VETERINARIAN ENTERS, VERY SERIOUS, CARRYING A CHART. 

VETERINARIAN 
Sorry that took so long. Parrot in the 
other room. Yap, yap, yap. 

MULANEY 

No problem. Any word on my cat? 
SFX: CAT SNEEZES. 

VETERINARIAN 
I doubt that's your cat. 

MULANEY 
How did you know? 

VETERINARIAN 
Because he's allergic to you. Or 
rather he's allergic to a specific 
dander from pale Northern European 
short-haired males. 

MULANEY 
Wow. Star-crossed lovers. 
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VETERINARIAN 
How did you get this feline, sir? 
MULANEY 

I got very drunk and then woke up and 
you know. . . cat . 

VETERINARIAN 
Sir if you kidnapped an animal I can 
report you to the ASPCA. 

MULANEY 

No no, look I'm a big donor to the 
World Panda Fund. I'm taking good care 
of the cat until I find his owner. 

VETERINARIAN 
Well if the cat is going to be around 
you he'll need a steady dose of anti- 
histamines. About $400 a month. Either 
pay it, or find him another home. 

SMASH CUT TO: 

INT. JUAREZ BODEGA - LATER 

MULANEY STANDS AT THE COUNTER OF A CLUTTERED BROOKLYN BODEGA. 
CIGARETTES, LOTTO, GOYA BEANS, ALL OF IT. 

MRS. JUAREZ, A LATIN WOMAN (ROSIE PEREZ) IS BEHIND THE 
COUNTER. 

MULANEY 

So what kind of an environment would 
the cat have here? 
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MRS. JUAREZ 
You know it's a bunch of cans of beans 
and stuff. It's good though. Ask that 
other rat catcher. 

MULANEY 

Can we at least not call them rat 
catchers? 
SFX: CAT SNEEZE 

MRS. JUAREZ 
Look it don't sounding like he likes 
you too much anyway. 

MULANEY 

Nobody likes me too much anymore. You 
know what, take the cat. I never 
should have had him. And give me a 
bottle of gin, some tonic water, and a 
couple lemons. I've got a People's 
Choice Awards Party. 

MRS. JUAREZ 
Oh yeah? You know I'm on that 
committee . 



FADE TO: 



INT. MULANEY 'S APARTMENT - LATER 



SEYMOUR, JANE AND OTHERS ARE GATHERED FOR THE INTERVENTION. 
MOTIF ENTERS. 
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MOTIF 

Damn there ' s a lot of white people up 
in here. 

EVERYONE LAUGHS. MULANEY ENTERS . 

ALL 

Surprise! 

SEYMOUR 

No! You don't yell surprise at an 
Intervention . 

MULANEY 

You're having an Intervention? For me? 
SEYMOUR 

That's right. 

MULANEY 
I already quit drinking. 

SEYMOUR 

And it's time you start again. 
MULANEY 

I'm not in the mood for this. 
JANE 

Hear us out. This is a safe space. 
RIGHT THEN, THE LOVE SEAT COLLAPSES. 

SEYMOUR 

Okay first off. Have some lemonade. 
HE HANDS MULANEY HIS JAR. 

MULANEY 
This is straight vodka. 
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JANE 

Worth a try. 

SEYMOUR 

Our other plan was to put cocaine in a 
flower. 

MULANEY 

And then I would stick my nose in the 
flower to smell it. And I would snort 
the cocaine? Like a cartoon character? 
JANE 

He's being defensive. 
THEY SIT MULANEY DOWN. 

SEYMOUR 

We all wrote statements to express how 
we feel. I'll go first. (READING) 
"John. When you drink, I feel: happy. 
I feel: amused by your antics. I feel: 
better about myself by comparison." 
MULANEY 

I'm leaving. 

SEYMOUR 
Drill Sergeant! Tackle him! 
NOTHING HAPPENS. 

MULANEY 

Leave me alone . You know I was coming 
up here to apologize for this week. To 
try and make up for it. 

(MORE) 
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MULANEY (CONT'D) 
But why should I? I didn't do anything 
wrong. I never asked you two to 
change, so don't ask me. Jane, if 
being an unhappy teacher makes you 
happy. Then fine. I support it. And 
Seymour. You're smart and talented. 
But if you want to live off schemes 
like a modern day hobo: Godspeed. I'm 
sure years from now when you die in a 
Mens Hotel they'll find out you had 
ten million dollars. 

SEYMOUR 
Wow, ten million bucks. 

MULANEY 

Enjoy the Intervention without me. 
SEYMOUR 

Wait, real quick, do you want to smell 
this pretty flower? 
MULANEY EXITS. 



INT. HALLWAY - CONTINUOUS 



CUT TO: 



MULANEY HEARS CALYPSO MUSIC COMING FROM DOWN THE HALL, HE 
FOLLOWS IT. 

CUT TO: 

INT. ALFRED'S APARTMENT - CONTINUOUS 



ALFRED WATERS PLANTS IN HIS POLYNESIAN INSPIRED APARTMENT. 
THERE'S A KNOCK AT THE DOOR. ALFRED ANSWERS IT REVEALING 
MULANEY ♦ 
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ALFRED 

Forgive me. Was my music too loud? 
MULANEY 

No, it's fine. (PAUSE) Can I hang out 
with you? 

ALFRED 

Positively. The plants and I are 
having Calypso time. 

MULANEY 

Thanks. I don't feel very welcome 
around my friends anymore. 
THEY SIT. 

ALFRED 

Friends are the worst. Of course 
anytime you want to come over here 
feel free. Of course some days I'll be 
at my dutch lunch club. Of course 
you're welcome to join us. Of course 
we'll have to get a bigger table. 
MULANEY 

Can I ask you something? How come 
older gay men always start their 
sentences with "of course?" 
ALFRED 

Because we're 100% sure of what we're 
saying. 

(MORE) 
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ALFRED (CONT'D) 
Some of us had to sever ties with our 
families, friends, even our hometowns, 
just to live the way we wanted to 
live. We're not gonna dick around when 
it comes to lunch plans . 

MULANEY 

Wow. That's inspiring. It's just hard 
when people don't want you to change. 
ALFRED TAKES OUT A SMALL TEAK WOOD BOX. 

ALFRED 

You can't give up. But you also can't 
give up on your friends . Be patient . 
They need time too. 

HE STARTS ROLLING A JOINT. 

ALFRED (CONT'D) 
The good news is most people are just 
thinking about themselves. It's not 
you they have a problem with. And if 
they ever do, well, hopefully they'll 
just talk about you behind your back. 
That's the American way. 

MULANEY 
Thanks Alfred. 

ALFRED LIGHTS JOINT. 
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ALFRED 

No problem. You want a hit of this 
geech? 

MULANEY 

No thanks. I don't do that anymore. 

ALFRED 
Ugh. Snooze alarm. 
SFX: POLICE WALKIES IN THE HALLWAY. 

POLICE OFFICER O.C. 
NYPD. Open the door, please-thank-you. 
MULANEY AND ALFRED RUN TO THE KEYHOLE. 

MULANEY 
Police. Put that away. 

ALFRED 

They're not gonna arrest a stoned old 
man. 

ALFRED OPENS DOOR A CRACK AND BLOWS SMOKE OUT. 

MULANEY 

Wait, they're going to my apartment. 



INT. MULANEY 'S APARTMENT - CONTINUOUS 



CUT TO: 



THE INTERVENTION IS NOW A WILD PARTY. SEYMOUR LEANS OUT THE 
WINDOW. 

SEYMOUR 

Vincel Vince where are you?! 
TWO COPS ENTER. EVERYONE STOPS. 
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POLICE OFFICER 1 
Alright who lives here! 
JANE, DRUNK , SWAYS TO THE DOOR. 

JANE 

It's okay officer. I'm a teacher. 

POLICE OFFICER 1 
You're pretty drunk. Don't you have 
school tomorrow? 

JANE 

It's fine I'll just show a video. 

POLICE OFFICER 2 
That's why teachers show videos? 
MULANEY AND ALFRED ENTER . 

MULANEY 
Is there a problem officers? 

POLICE OFFICER 1 
Do you live here, sir? 

MULANEY 

Yes I do. 

POLICE OFFICER 2 
(RE: ALFRED) And is this man your 
partner? 

ALFRED 
My god. He wishes. 
ALFRED EXITS. 
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MULANEY 

He's not my partner. Though it would 
make life a lot easier. (THEN) I'm 
sorry my friends were making so much 
noise. I'll see to it that they leave 
quietly. Everybody out. 
THE PARTY-GOERS EXIT. 

POLICE OFFICER 2 
So, all my teachers were drunks? 
THE COPS EXIT. MULANEY, SEYMOUR AND JANE ARE ALONE. 

JANE 

That was cool. You sounded like a news 
anchor. 

SEYMOUR 
Yeah thanks, John. 

MULANEY 

You're welcome. And I'm sorry about 
what I said before. That you're gonna 
die in a Men's Hotel. 

SEYMOUR 

That's okay. I was being a lunatic. 
Believe it or not this apartment is 
the most stable home-life I've ever 
had. I just got worried it was all 
gonna break apart. 
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MULANEY 

We're not breaking apart. Jane and I 
love you very much. Okay, champ? 
SEYMOUR 

Okay. 

MULANEY 

I know I've been annoying. I was just 
sick of being a boy. I want to be a 
man. 

JANE 

Split the difference. Just be a "guy." 
Because you're a really good guy. 
MULANEY 

Thanks Janey. Now if you'll excuse me, 

I have to rescue my rat catcher. 
END OF ACT 
TAG 

INT. MULANEY 'S APARTMENT - A FEW DAYS LATER 
MULANEY, JANE, SEYMOUR ARE GRADING HOMEWORK TOGETHER. 

MULANEY 

Did Abraham Lincoln like french fries? 

JANE 
It's possible. 

MULANEY 
Alright, partial credit. 
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SEYMOUR 

Hey Mulaney. I realized we only had 
booze in the apartment, so I got you 
this . 

SEYMOUR HOLDS UP A SIX PACK OF "TAB." 

MULANEY 

TAB. That's really nice Seymour! 

SEYMOUR 
I've got your back, buddy. 
JANE DIGS IN COUCH CUSHION. SHE PULLS OUT A CAT ID TAG. 

JANE 

Hey look! I think I found the cat's ID 
tag. 

MULANEY 

Thank God. There's a number on it. 
You're going home Charlie Rose! 
MULANEY TAKES OUT CELL PHONE AND DIALS. 

MULANEY (CONT'D) 
(INTO PHONE) Hi, yes, I think I found 
your cat. (PAUSE) Vince? 
SEYMOUR TACKLES MULANEY AND TAKES THE PHONE. 

SEYMOUR 

Vince! Seymour Klein speaking — 
END OF PILOT 



